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15 June 1964 V

NOTES ON CONVERSATION WITH THE DIRECTOR RELATING TO
FAR EASTERN APFAIRS

1. With respect to Southeast Asia, asaume the followlng:

a. The US has put something more than tcoken forces
into the Mekong cities; has put a brigade into Salgon; has
built up a modest air and sir defense capabllity in S8ogth
Vietnam; 1s promoting sn insurgency in the southern end of
the panhendle of laocs; in this latter operstion South Vi:tnamese
are the activieta.

b. Presuwably the US has been st least marginally
successful in building the domestic base in South Vietnam;
Knenh is still with us and if things are not looking up, at
least they are not in decline. Souvanna Phouma is still
nominally Prire Minister in laos end the Thais have teken
heart at our bhaving erected a shield between the VM-PL and
themselves.

¢. A certain smount of military harassing sctlvity
has been directed ageinst North Vietnam and perhaps asgeinst

bages and supply routes located 1n southern China.
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2. The gquastion before the house is to think about
what happens if at this point we make moves gimed at a
repprochement with Communist China. Third psrties who-
suggest themselves as possible intermedlaries in the early

repprochement moves are de gaulle and Ayub.

3. ‘The repprochement, should it develop, would involve
us in & very considerable aid progran to Commumist China,
fechnological assistance for the development of power sites,

flood control, atc. on the Yangtze and Yellow Rivers.

L. Other. It has been elleged that Mao has indicated
that he could live with any sebtlement of the Talwan lssue
which hed been arrived at by pleblaclte. Any truth in this

allegation? If true, this would dispose of the problem of

the ORC or a Republic of Taiwagijgi

%, VWhat are your thoughta?

Shermen’ Kent
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